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REVIEWS 


American literature: a period an- 
thology; Oscar Cargill, general ed- 
itor. 5v. New York, Macmillan, 
1933. $6.50 for the set. Volumes 
may also be purchased separately at 
$1.25 to $1.50 each. 

V. 1, The roots of national culture: 
American literature to 1830, ed. by 
Robert E. Spiller; v. 2, The romantic 
triumph: American literature from 1830 
to 1860, ed. by Tremaine McDowell; 
v. 3, The rise of realism: American 


literature from 1860 to 1888, ed. by 
Louis Wann; v. 4, The social revolt: 
American literature from 1888 to 1914, 
ed. by Oscar Cargill; v. 5, Contemporary 
trends: American literature since 1914, 
ed. by John Herbert Nelson. 

This extensive anthology of prose and 
poetry, covering American literature 
from the beginning to the present day, 
is the work of a notable group of younger 
American scholars. In preparing this 
collection they have apparently made a 





Tue Susscription Booxs Butietin is published quarterly by the American Library Association, 520 N. 


Michigan Ave., Chicago, IIl. 


Subscription price $1.00 per year. 


Entered as second class matter 


May 2, 1930, at the post office at Chicago, IIl., with additional entry at Crawfordsville, Ind., under the 


Act of March 3, 1879, copyright, 1934. 


Printed in the U. S. A. 





"sce! 








18 SUBSCRIPTION Books BULLETIN 





determined effort to include all note- 
worthy authors, major and minor, with 
the result that nearly all of the standard 
classics are generously represented. 
Each of the five volumes is, as indicated 
above, the work of an individual mem- 
ber of the editorial board, and is devoted 
to a definite period in the history of 
American literature. All the volumes fol- 
low the same general scheme of arrange- 
ment, having a brief introductory essay by 
the editor of the volume in which he dis- 
cusses the scope and characteristics of the 
particular period, and concluding with 
brief biographical and_ bibliographical 
notes. There is an author and title index 
in each volume with references both to 
selections and notes. There is no com- 
bined index. The selections are grouped 
according to types of literature and also 
chronologically as far as possible. Prose 
and poetry are not separated. The range 
is wide and catholic, beginning with ex- 
cerpts from the travels of early explorers 
and ending with such immediate con- 
temporaries as Ernest Hemingway, 
George Dillon, and William Faulkner. 
The selections are primarily but not 
exclusively literary, for journalism, ora- 
tory, and the social and economic fields 
of writing are moderately represented. 
Though many of the works included are 
given in their entirety, there are also 
numerous cuttings, as is inevitable in a 
work of this type. Excerpts from longer 
works, such as Cooper’s novels, Prescott’s 
histories, the works of Henry James and 
William Dean Howells, etc., occur in 
every volume and suggest a tendency 
toward the scrap book method. In spite 
of the evidence that the cuttings have 
been carefully and thoughtfully made, 


the wisdom of the selections is. bound to 
be questioned by other scholars, 

Special mention should be made of the 
excellent quality of the bibliographical 
notes which have a very real scholarly 
value. 

The physical make-up of the books is 
fairly satisfactory. They are well bound 
in blue cloth, stamped with gold. The 
type is clear though small, the page 
double column, and the paper not en- 
tirely opaque. The inner margin is too 
narrow to permit rebinding. 

It is impossible not to admire the in- 
dustry and scholarship of the editors of 
this work and to approve of the greater 
part of their choice of selections to repre- 
sent the literary record of the American 
spirit. The purpose of the work is, how- 
ever, more difficult to determine. An 
examination of it leaves one undecided 
as to whether the collection is designed 
as a textbook for college classes or for 
reference use to supersede the old Sted- 
man’s Library of American literature, 
now long out of date. 

Though opinions will differ widely as 
to the value of this type of anthology 
and as to the selections included in this 
particular work, the set will undoubtedly 
prove useful in all types of libraries, es- 
pecially the small public library and the 
school and college library. 
mended. 


It is recom- 


Britannica junior. 
See note on Weedon’s modern en- 
cyclopedia in this issue. 


Catholic builders of the nation: a 
symposium on the Catholic contribu- 
tion to the civilization of the United 
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States, prepared with collaboration 

. .. by C. E. McGuire, managing 

editor. 5v. 355 Boylston St., Bos- 

ton, Continental Press, inc., 1923. 

$17.50. 

This work is favorably reviewed by 
“P.G.” in the Catholic Historical Re- 
view, new series, 4: 132-35, April, 1924; 
and by Carlton J. H. Hayes in the 
American Historical Review 29: 779-80, 
July, 1924. 

As the title suggests, it consists of a 
series of essays by eminent Catholic lay- 
men and clerics on a wide variety of 
subjects relating to United States history, 
in which the theme is the part played by 
Catholics in national development. 
Papers are grouped under the following 
headings, each of which constitutes the 
subject of an_ individual volume: 
I. Catholicism in the building of the 
nation; II. Catholicism and the nation’s 
social development; III. Catholics in 
science, industry, and service; IV. 
Catholics in the liberal professions; V. 
The Catholic contribution to religion 
and education. 

Without pretending to completeness, 
these essays as a whole give a useful and 
illuminating survey of their field. Be- 
cause of their standpoint and purpose, 
they are marked by natural and justifi- 
able pride, but, as Professor Hayes 
points out, are notably devoid of the 
controversial spirit. 

The treatment is uneven. To quote 
Professor Hayes: “Some of the essays 
are hardly more than statistical tables or 
lists of names, a few are pronouncedly 
sentimental and even maudlin; several, 
as for instance the six essays on literature 
in Volume IV, are tiresomely repetitious 


and provocative of mild surprise that so 
much smoke should proceed from so very 
little fire.” 

The present reviewer felt that there 
was some straining for a point in the 
articles on engineering. In the paper 
on Electrical Communications, Catholic 
and non-Catholic workers are mingled 
very confusingly so that the reader could 
easily assume that S. F. B. Morse and 
Cyrus W. Field, for example, are sons 
of the Catholic Church. 

But to continue with Professor Hayes: 
“On the other hand, a goodly number 
of the essays are written with distinction 
and restraint and contain valuable sug- 
gestions for serious students of the social 
sciences . . . and throughout the work 
are numerous materials which should be 
utilized in the preparation of any general 
Kulturgeschichte of America.” 

The work is well printed and well 
indexed, and has a moderate number of 
illustrations. It should be useful in 
large and in other libraries where there 
is a definite demand for this sort of ma- 
terial from the historical student or 
general reader. Recommended. 


Encyclopaedia Britannica junior. 
See note on Weedon’s modern en- 
cyclopedia in this issue. 


Facts, the new concise pictorial ency- 
cyclopedia; editor-in-chief, Nella 
Braddy. 4v. Garden City, New 
York, Doubleday, Doran and co., 
c1934. $19.75; sold in New Eng- 
land for $15.75. 

It is claimed by the publishers that 
more than 30,000 subjects are treated in 

a brief, concise manner in these four 
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volumes, edited by Nella Braddy, editor- 
in-chief and American editor, who has 
edited the University library and the 
Standard book of British and American 
verse, Lawrence H. Dawson, British 
editor, who has edited the Waverly cy- 
clopedia and Brewer’s phrase and fable 
handbook, and Richard Friedenthal, 
European editor, who has edited Knaur’s 
Konversations lexikon. 

In order to condense this number of 
subjects into four volumes, a system has 
been used in which many common 
words have been abbreviated. As 
Facts is a tool which has been pre- 
pared for quick reference use, it 
endeavors to give the main points con- 
cerning the subjects handled, but to 
eliminate all extraneous explanations, 
and to avoid all unnecessary wordiness. 
Only factual material is included, 
nothing critical or evaluative. The in- 
formation has been skilfully condensed. 
The abbreviations used for many com- 
mon words are usually understandable 
from the context of the article. If any 
difficulty should arise from this source, 
there is a complete list of abbreviations 
used, in the front of each volume. There 
are many illustrations, well-chosen, and 
directly connected with the article at 
hand. Though small, the pictures are 
fairly clear; not, however, so clear as 
those of similar size in Meyers Blitz- 
lexikon, 3d aufl, 1933. In each volume 
there are two or three colored plates of 
nature subjects, and Hammond’s colored 
maps both political and physical, of con- 
tinents and larger countries, are included. 
The smaller maps are on too limited a 
scale to be of much value. There are 
many biographies which range in point 


of time from ancient history to the pres- 
ent day. As examples of up-to-date 
biographical material, we find Billie 
Burke, Noel Coward, Edward Gordon 
Craig, and Pearl Buck. Although the 
information given is much less than can 
be found in such books as Who’s who in 
America, Who’s who, Who’s who in the 
theater, the entries give the dates of 
birth, with the titles of a few plays or 
productions. Titles of hymns, plays, 
operas, and books are also included. 
Facts contains various Latin and French 
phrases; as, bona fide, quo jure, ceteris 
paribus, caveat emptor, and quand méme. 
There are many abbreviation entries 
which are included at the beginning of 
each letter section. The subject matter 
is broken up into small units, each sub- 
ject being treated separately. This elimi- 
nates many cross-references, though 
they are used when advisable. 

In comparing this set with other refer- 
ence books we find that in the Bo section 
Facts has 353 entries, 22 illustrations, 
and 1 map; the World book (1929) has 
184 entries, 129 illustrations, and 7 
maps; the National encyclopedia has 
256 entries, 41 illustrations, and 1 map; 
the New standard has 136 entries, 2 il- 
lustrations; Doubleday’s encyclopedia 
has 394 entries, 137 illustrations, 5 maps; 
the Modern encyclopedia has 201 entries. 
These figures are offered as a gage to 
the extent of information covered; al- 
though we state them tentatively because 
different uses of references and subdivi- 
sions make an accurate count impossible. 

Facts can be more carefully compared 
to the New standard encyclopedia, also 
in this issue, because both works are in 
the same price class, with Facts the 
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cheaper of the two. The price of the 
New standard is $24.50 while the price 
of Facts is $19.75. In the Bo section 
there are 206 entries in Facts, which are 
not in the New standard, and 35 entries 
in the New standard which are not in 
Facts. Facts is decidedly the more valu- 
able of these two encyclopedias. 

Facts can be compared with the Mod- 
ern encyclopedia, reviewed in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, January, 1934, 
due to the fact that they are both con- 
densed encyclopedias, both well edited 
and both up to date. Comparing Bo sec- 
tion of these two encyclopedias, there are 
145 subjects in Facts, which are not in the 
Modern encyclopedia, and 43. subjects in 
the Modern encyclopedia which are not 
in Facts. 

Larousse universal likewise is a con- 
densed encyclopedia or dictionary en- 
cyclopedia, and therefore subject to 
comparison. It too is profusely illustrated, 
has many biographies, and uses abbrevia- 
tions to some extent. It is a two-volume 
set, much larger in format than Facts. 
The page is divided into three columns, 
while the page of Facts is divided into 
two; the print in Larousse universal is 
much smaller than the print in Facts. 
The following subjects were compared 
in the two encyclopedias: Automobiles, 
Bolivar, Canada. In the article on Auto- 
mobiles in Facts there is a picture of Sir 
Malcolm Campbell’s auto racer and a 
seven-line definition of the automobile. 
Larousse universal has an article equal 
to about 1%4 columns in length with a 
full page of illustrations of automobiles 
of various models. In the article on 
Bolivar in Facts there is a brief state- 
ment giving his dates of birth and death 


and of the creation of Colombia and 
Bolivia. In Larousse there is in addi- 
tion to this information a brief state- 
ment of the accusation of dictatorship 
against him and of his abdication. Both 
encyclopedias have pictures of him. 
Comparing the articles on Canada, we 
find that both encyclopedias have maps 
of Canada. Larousse universal has a 
map of Canada as a whole and also one of 
the lower south-east section. Both of 
these maps are colored and show eleva- 
tion, etc. The map in Facts is useful 
mostly in showing the provinces. It is 
uncolored and more of a sketch map. 
On the subject itself, much of the same 
material is given in both encyclopedias, 
but under a different treatment. The 
topography, industries, and resources are 
given in both. The subjects of discovery 
and history are differently handled. La- 
rousse gives more under discovery than 
Facts, while Facts gives more material 
about addition of territory than La- 
Although these sets have many 
points in common, especially in the mat- 
ter of brevity and illustrations (Larousse 
usually gives more information about 
the subject and has more illustrations), 
comparison is made difficult due to the 
differences in language, the differences 
in size of print and format, and differ- 
ences in up-to-dateness. Facts is a 1934 
publication and has material as recent 
as the National industrial recovery act, 
while Larousse bears the copyright date 
of 1922. Larousse will be more used 
in American collections because of the 
usual shortage of French material. 
Because of the inclusion of many defi- 
nitions, and the condensed form of its 
articles, this reference work partakes of 


rousse. 
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the character of a dictionary as well as 
of an encyclopedia. It includes many 
such words as bruise, bullet, bust, etc., 
which could have been omitted from an 
encyclopedia to make room for more im- 
portant articles. A comparison of Facts 
with Funk and Wagnalls, New standard 
dictionary of the English language, 1931, 
in the sections P to Pai shows that the 
dictionary gives more information on 
many more terms and includes many 
more names, both personal and geo- 
graphical. Facts does give a little more 
information on the names included in 
both and does have more recent names, 
and an occasional word not included in 
the 1931 edition of the Funk and Wag- 
nalls examined. Judging from this 
limited comparison, the dictionary gives 
so much more information not included 
in Facts that the usefulness of the latter 
when other reference books are available 
is questioned. 

In summing up the strong and weak 
points of Facts, we find that we have a 
set in a few volumes, which includes a 
great many subjects in all fields of knowl- 
edge, handled in a condensed form and 
well illustrated, and with many up-to- 
date references. Facts does not give 
pronunciation, which lessens its useful- 
ness. Brevity in many cases has been 
achieved at the expense of useful infor- 
mation. Most inquirers, who are look- 
ing for the main events in the lives of 
Chaucer or Columbus, would be disap- 
pointed in the articles in Facts. Who 
looking up the British Isles would be 
satisfied with thirteen short lines? 

Tn narrowing the examination of this 
set down to the final analysis, we might 
ask the questions: Is it needed or does 


it duplicate any other reference set al- 
ready in existence? To what class of 
inquirers would it be useful ? 

In answer to the first question, we 
have the Modern encyclopedia which has 
the same aim as Facts; that is, to give 
brief, condensed information about many 
subjects. The Modern encyclopedia, 
in one volume, 1327 pages at $3.50 con- 
tains material on 22,000 subjects and 
1200 illustrations, while Facts in four 
volumes, 1271 pages at $19.75 contains 
material on 30,000 subjects and 3200 il- 
lustrations. The Modern encyclopedia 
has made a more successful distinction 
between an encyclopedia and a diction- 
ary. It includes fewer definitions of com- 
mon nouns and gives a more satisfactory 
amount of information on the subjects 
it does include. We consider the Mod- 
ern encyclopedia at its very reasonable 
price the better value of the two; al- 
though the stronger binding and hand- 
somer appearance of Facts should be 
considered when comparing the two 
prices. 

As to the class of inquirers, Facts 
would be useful to those who want very 
brief information, the bare outline of 
the subject. Business people would find 
it useful as a handy desk reference set. 
Public and other libraries which have the 
leading encyclopedias and _ reference 
books would use it only as supplementary 
material because of the large number of 
subjects included and because of the 
minute and condensed handling of the 
subject matter. 

The material in it is up to date, well 
selected and well edited, but we recom- 
mend it only to those who want a very 
brief presentation of many subjects. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 


Tev 
pre 
this 
der 
den 


cyc 
enc 


bee 
eal 
Ar 
sor 
for 
be: 


inc 


Te] 








et al- 
iss of 


1, we 
h has 
give 
many 
bedia, 
| con- 
and 
four 
tains 
)0 il- 
bedia 
ction 
tion- 
com- 
story 
jects 
A od- 
able 
; al- 
and- 
| be 
two 


‘acts 
very 
> of 
find 
set. 
the 
*nce 
tary 
r of 
the 
the 


vell 
)m- 
ery 


Apri, 1934 23 








Modern American’ encyclopedia, 
progressively planned. 8v. Chicago, 
Modern American corp., 1934. (Price 
reported to us by our inquirers as 
variously quoted from $12 to $20.) 
The following notice appears on the 

reverse of the title-page: “Copyright of 

previous works in which certain parts of 
this encyclopedia appeared: New stu- 
dents reference work, 1909-1933; Stu- 
dents reference work, 1901; Students 

cyclopedia, 1893.” 

Comparison with the Students’ refer- 
ence work showed that the Modern 
American encyclopedia has apparently 
been reprinted from the plates of the 
earlier set with insignificant changes. 
Apart from occasional plate insertions, 
some new material has been added in the 
form of unnumbered pages or pages num- 
bered 10a, 10b, etc., but not enough to 
increase substantially the value of the 
work or to offset its defects. 

This new material, or part of it, is 
reprinted as a prospectus which is being 
used by agents as a sales weapon. The 
prospectus contains no mention of the 
derivation of the volumes, so that the 
purchaser is led to believe that he is 
buying a brand new work—until he gets 
it. Then, if he deciphers the Roman 
numerals of the copyright entries, and 
reads between the lines of the not en- 
tirely frank preface, he will discover the 
contrary. His opinion will be further 
strengthened by observing the worn ap- 
pearance of most of the letter-press and 
many of the illustrations. 

To indicate the thoroughly obsolete 
character of the set, one may cite the 
omission of biographical articles on Ger- 


trude Atherton, Willa Cather, Mencken, 


Byrd, Langmuir, Sir William Bragg, 
R. A. Millikan, the late president Eliot 
of Harvard, Carl Sandburg, Edgar Lee 
Masters, Theodore Dreiser and Upton 
Sinclair. One looks vainly for an article 
on Alberta (Canada), on the Kellogg 
Pact or its author, or on the Dawes Plan, 
though a passing sentence in the article 
on Dawes seems to refer to it. In articles 
which do appear, no works of Booth 
Tarkington later than 1905 are listed; 
the death of A. A. Michelson is not 
mentioned, neither is that of Amundsen 
nor his search for the Italia. The article 
on Alaska contains no statistics since 
1921, and that on Agriculture, none since 
1910. The article on the storage battery 
makes no allusion to the Edison alkaline 
cell. 

The articles on two large cities, Chi- 
cago and Cleveland, are almost exact 
reprints of the 1920 and 1925 editions, 
with statistics changed in many cases by 
simply altering the first or second digit. 
These statistics are undated, and the 
articles in other respects are inadequate. 

The deficiencies mentioned above are 
a casual handful from a wealth of pos- 
sible citations. 

Volume eight contains a section on 
Arithmetic for home study—only Heaven 
and the publishers know why—and an 
index. The index has not been revised, 
so, although articles on Lindbergh and 
President Roosevelt have been inserted, 
it does not mention them. 

It is fair to say that the agent who 
tried to sell the set to one library felt 
that these criticisms were trivial and 
unreasonable, and assured the order li- 
brarian that he had sold the work to 
many purchasers who expressed them- 
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selves as wonderfully satisfied with it. 
Nevertheless, the Modern American en- 
cyclopedia is not recommended. 


Natural history pictures. 
Spring St., Los Angeles, Publishers 
Distributing Service, inc., c1934. $6. 
A small manual and group of photo- 

graphic studies of animal life comprise 

this set. Its sponsor is Gayle Pickwell, 

Professor of Zoology, San Jose State 

College, California, and author of various 

books on nature. 

We have examined Unit One, Animal 
stories, which contains a folio of 48 black 
and white pictures suitable for mount- 
ing, framing, display or circulation. 
Each is 8x10 inches in size, including 
Y inch margin. They are printed in 
black from 150 line screen half-tones. 
A descriptive text in the form of a small 
60-page pamphlet is included. The 
manual contains explanatory informa- 
tion about each picture, so simply given 
that even small children can understand 
it, and includes information interesting 
to children, and well designed to stimu- 
late an interest in nature study. The 
pictures are not numbered to match the 
explanatory notes, so that there is a little 
hesitancy in attaching pictures to in- 
formation. The manual also includes 
questions for children, suggestions for 
using the pictures, a classification of the 
pictures into such groups as: Growing 
up pictures, Parenthood pictures, Food 
getting pictures, and Protection pictures, 
and a 3-page classified bibliography of 
nature subjects. This manual is printed 
on one side of the page only, which would 
make the material easily adaptable for 
mounting. 


704 S. 


The subjects of the pictures range 
from a spiderweb to a black bear, includ- 
ing nature objects of interest to children 
and in demand in schools and libraries. 
The photography is excellent and the 
subjects are well worked out in connec- 
tion with school work ; for example, there 
are interesting pictures of subjects much 
called for, such as pocket gopher, opos- 
sum, rattlesnake, horned toad, sphinx 
moth, and dragonfly. They are printed 
on a good quality paper, which may per- 
haps lack the sturdiness necessary if the 
pictures are to be used for flash cards 
as suggested by the manual. 

The cost of $6.00 for a set of 48 
plates is prohibitive for the average li- 
brary orclassroom. The same sum would 
buy several books such as Lord’s Picture 
book of animals, Eipper’s Animals look- 
ing at you, Circus, and In my zoo, which 
would give more complete service to li- 
brary or school. For a mounted collec- 
tion of pictures, however, these are ex- 
cellent and are recommended where 
money is plentiful or where the school 
or library is particularly interested in 
building a nature collection. 


New standard encyclopedia:  sys- 
tematized information, clear, concise, 


complete. 10v. 130 North Wells 
St., Chicago, Standard Encyclopedia 
Corporation. 1934. No paging. 
$24.50. 


This is a revision of the Standard 
reference work for the home, school and 
library, Chicago, Standard Education 
Society, 1925, in eight volumes. On the 
verso of the title-page appears the copy- 
right by the Standard Education So- 
ciety, 1934, with the note, previous 
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Copyrights (covering portion of present 
contents) Aiton’s encyclopedia, 1910; 
Standard reference work, 1912 et al.; 
New standard encyclopedia, 1930 et seq. 
This should not be confused with Funk 
and Wagnalls’ New standard encyclo- 
pedia of universal knowledge; a small 
encyclopedia offered as a premium with 
the Literary Digest, and reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin, April, 
1932. 

The 1930 printing of this publication 
was reviewed in the Subscription Books 
Bulletin, January, 1931. The present 
printing was submitted to us for review 
as a new revision, along with the 1925 
edition for comparison. Type face and 
appearance are unchanged except that the 
new binding is an attractive red fabri- 
koid with gold lettering. 

Census figures for 1930 have been sub- 
stituted for older statistics. A few of 
the articles have been somewhat revised, 
for example, the one on Crimea and on 
the Crystal Palace. A special study was 
made of the 98 articles in the Cr section. 
Of these, 14 did not appear in the main 
body of the Standard reference work, al- 
though two did appear in its Topical 
extension. The New standard encyclo- 
pedia does not have a Topical extension, 
although the foreword refers to it, and 
of the 17 items under Cr in the Topical 
extension, only two are included in the 
text of the newer edition. The 14 new 
articles are largely biographical ones, 
and all appear on four pages, suggesting 
a cheap rather than a well balanced plan 
of revision. 

Comparison with the section Bo in 
both printings reveals the following: 
that 23 new articles have been added and 


7 articles rewritten. Other changes 
made are slight changes of population 
statistics, etc. This leaves a total of 
103 articles in the Bo section alone that 
have not been rewritten. There is no 
change in the article on Bolsheviki. The 
article on Boers contains no new infor- 
mation since 1910. The article on Den- 
ver, which was written while the Presby- 
terian Hospital was under construction 
(December, 1920) and before the build- 
ing of the Colorado General Hospital 
(September, 1922), is unchanged except 
for the last sentence which changes the 
population statistics from 1920 to 1930 
figures. The article on Colorado, two 
and one-half pages, is unchanged in the 
first half, but the sections on manufac- 
tures, education and history have been 
rewritten, new population figures given, 
and the old plate that accompanied it 
giving four agricultural views has been 
replaced by a one-page plate giving a 
small two-inch map and seven miscel- 
laneous product and scenery illustra- 
tions. Such plates make no contribution 
to an encyclopedia. 

The revision evidently did not extend 
to literary and historical subjects, even 
when new facts have been discovered by 
modern scholarship. For example the 
article on Poe tells the purely fictitious 
story of his trip to Russia, with no hint 
that there is doubt of its truth; although 
his recent biographers deny it; and such 
encyclopedias as the 4 mericana have long 
since taken it out of their articles. 

Neither the articles nor the illustra- 
tions are in any way as interesting as 
those in the National encyclopedia, the 
W orld book, or Doubleday’s. All con- 
tain many more entries. In this same 
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section, Bo, the New standard offers 
only 2 pages of illustrations, one de- 
picting Bunker Hill Monument and 
Faneuil Hall, and the other depicting 
a view of Boy Scouts on the White 
House lawn, and portraits of Sir Robert 
Baden-Powell, and Daniel C. Beard. 
The same section in the National con- 
tains 41 illustrations and one two-page 
map. Doubleday’s contains, in the Bo 
section, 137 illustrations and 5 maps. 
We find no articles in the New standard 
on such important subjects as Boll wee- 
vil, Book of Common Prayer, Lucrezia 
Bori, Gutzon Borglum, Carrie Jacobs 
Bond, Boris Godounov, Boiler scale. 

The price of the New standard has 
been cut from $49.50 and $99.50 of 
older printings to $24.50. This takes 
it out of the price class of the World 
book, the National and Doubleday’s, but 
as these encyclopedias take so nearly 
the same shelf room, the comparison is 
appropriate. Since the volumes of the 
New standard are unpaged we cannot 
check on the impression that the one- 
volume Lincoln library contains more 
material, but the experience of reference 
workers is that the Lincoln library is 
more useful. 

Compared with these other medium 
sized and new encyclopedias, there are 
few illustrations, many of which are for 
decoration rather than information. 
There are a few maps, a few charts, and 
a few illustrations in crude color. The 
appearance made by illustrations, maps 
and charts leaves the same impression of 
out-of-date cheapness made by all earlier 
printings of this encyclopedia. The 
facts given are accurate in the articles 
examined, but so simply written that 


much information is left out. There 
are no bibliographical references. Ar- 
ticles are not signed; there is not even 
a list of contributing editors. Pro- 
nunciation is usually given but not 
always and it is missing for Roald 
Amundsen, Armagh, Fra Bartolom- 
meo, and Dukhobors, to pick out a few 
examples at random. 

Under the heading of Abbreviations 
there are 14 columns of abbreviations 
which are useful. There are, however, 
some peculiar omissions of much used 
abbreviations, for instance: Ph.D., 
doctor of philosophy; il., illustrated; 
Junc., junction; O.T., Old Testament; 
N.T., New Testament. 

The preface says this publication will 
be widely used in homes and schools as 
well as by the business and professional 
men of the country. It is, however, 
too simple to be used by anyone who can 
get hold of the larger and more exten- 
sive encyclopedias. The average busi- 
ness man would find it too elementary 
for most purposes. The information is 
too elementary for any school beyond a 
junior high school, and even junior high 
pupils need something more informative 
than this. 

The New standard encyclopedia is not 
recommended. 


New students’ reference’ work for 
teachers, students and families. 
See review of Modern American 
encyclopedia in this issue. 


Smithsonian scientific series; ed. by 
Charles Greeley Abbot, secretary, 
Smithsonian Institution of Washing- 
ton. 12v. illus. plates. 50 Church 
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St., New York, Smithsonian Institu- 
tion Series, inc., a private corporation. 
William Howard Taft memorial edi- 
tion, full leather, $198; Patron’s edi- 
tion, fabrikoid, $99. 

In our April, 1930, issue appeared a 
short notice with regard to the $198 
edition, not then completed, and the 
hope was expressed that a cheaper edition 
might be forthcoming. In July, 1930, 
appeared a further note announcing an 
edition at $150. 

Now, we have a third edition at $98. 
It is in twelve volumes averaging 357 
pages each, and the text is identical with 
the original edition. It is well printed 
on specially made laid rag paper and is 
substantially and beautifully bound in 
red grain pyroxalin fabric. Each volume 
is well indexed, and about half the sub- 
jects have bibliographies. 

V. 1, The Smithsonian Institution, by 
Webster Prentiss True, editor for the in- 
stitution. 

V. 2, The sun and the welfare of man, 
by Charles Greeley Abbot. Contains 
material on the sun and weather, solar 
instruments and their use, and solar 
power. 

V. 3, Minerals from earth and sky. 
The story of meteorites by Merrill; Gems 
and gem minerals by Foshag. There 
is a list of all the known meteorites, and 
also a valuable list of mineralogical col- 
lections. 

V. 4, North American Indians; an ac- 
count of the American Indians North of 
Mexico, compiled from the original 
sources by Rose A. Palmer. 

V. 5, Insects: their ways and means 
of living, by Robert E. Snodgrass, U. S. 
Bureau of Entomology. 


V. 6, Wild animals in and out of the 
zoo, by William M. Mann. How they 
are captured, and their life and care in 
the National Zoological Park, told by 
its director. Most interesting is the list 
of foodstuffs required annually, which in- 
cludes 65 tons of horsemeat, 20 tons of 
fish, 7 tons of bananas, 2 tons of salt, one 
ton of rice, 180 tons of hay, 16 tons of 
bran, 120 tons of oats and corn, 6 tons 
of canary, sun flower seed, etc. 

V. 7, Man from the farthest past, by 
C. W. Bishop of the Freer Gallery of 
Art, with assistance of Abbot and 
Hrdlitka. 

V. 8, Cold-blooded vertebrates. Fishes, 
by Hildebrand; Amphibians and Rep- 
tiles, by Gilmore and Cochran. 

V. 9, Warm-blooded vertebrates. 
Birds, by Wetmore; Mammals, by 
Miller and Gidley. 

V. 10, Shelled invertebrates of the 
past and present. Geological history of 
North America, by Bassler and Resser; 
Crustaceans, by Schmitt; and Mollusks, 
by Bartsch. Contains very beautiful 
color plates, especially one showing lu- 
minous crustaceans. 

V. 11, Old and new plant lore, by 
various authors: The world of plants; 
Systematic botany, its development and 
contacts; Plants of the sea; Grass; 
Deserts and their plants; Dependence of 
plants on radiant energy ; Maize ; Botani- 
cal expeditions in South America. 

V. 12, Great inventions, by Charles 
Greeley Abbot. Not only an authentic 
history, giving credit to many neglected 
names, but also a lucid exposition of 
mechanical and chemical principles. In- 
teresting and valuable. 

According to the foreword of Volume 
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1, this series “is intended to enlighten and 
interest the general reader. It does not 
represent an attempt to summarize all 
science, or even all branches of science on 
which the Smithsonian Institution can 
speak with authority. It will, however, 
acquaint the reader with the organiza- 
tion, history and activities of the scientific 
institution which has grown up with the 
nation and fostered the nation’s scientific 
activities: it will introduce him to the 
workings and achievements of the scien- 
tific method over a large field, and open 
doors to some branches of science to which 
he will not find the key elsewhere.” 

One of the limitations is lack of pro- 
portion in scientific material. Outside 
of Dr. Abbot’s volume on the sun, there 
is very little on meteorology, and, adding 
the section on meteors, nothing more on 
astronomy. Mineralogy is represented 
only by the sections on meteors and gems ; 
natural geography and geology only by 
the historical sketch in the volume on 
shelled vertebrates and the preliminary 
chapters on man. The volume on plants, 
though interesting, is scrappy and disor- 
ganized. Moreover, some of the vol- 
umes are of less importance to libraries 
than others, as they represent contribu- 
tions to fields already adequately sup- 
plied with material. 

The principal features of this set are 
that it is both authentic and interesting 
and that it contains a wealth of carefully 
chosen illustrative material comprising 
1106 plates, many of them beautiful 
color reproductions, and 686 text figures. 
Emphasis throughout is on man and his 
relations with natural science. While 
it is not specifically a reference work, 
there is in it a great deal of valuable 


material not readily available elsewhere 
to libraries. 

The work is published privately by an 
association of members of the Smithsonian 
Institution to increase endowments of 
that institution. The objection has been 
made that public libraries have no right 
to expend money to aid endowments, 
however worthy. To this, two answers 
are offered: First, that the Smithsonian 
Institution has been most generous in 
giving material to public libraries for 
many years; second, that profits accruing 
to endowments are really no different 
(from the point of view of a purchaser) 
from profits to individual partners or 
stockholders. 

While any library might be proud 
to own this set, it must be regarded as 
somewhat of a luxury, considering the 
fact that it costs over $8 per volume and 
that, to be most useful, it must be put 
into circulation. For most libraries, it 
is the kind of work to be bought from 
endowment funds, or to be presented by 
a public-spirited patron. Recommended. 


Students’ cyclopedia. 
See review of Modern American en- 
cyclopedia in this issue. 


Students’ reference work. 
See review of Modern American en- 
cyclopedia in this issue. 


Universal history of the world, writ- 
ten by one hundred and fifty of our 
foremost living authorities: in all 
branches of historical knowledge; ed. 


by J. A. Hammerton. 8v. 5212p., 
paged continuously through all vols. 
London, The Educational Book co., 
Itd.; 35 East 22nd St., New York 
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City, Wilston Bureau. Cloth $42.50; 
buckram $48.50; half-morocco $64; 
20% discount to libraries. 

This is an English work imported and 
sold in the United States by the Wilston 
Bureau, 35 East 22nd St., New York. 
The date as given in Who’s who is 1927— 
29, the latest articles bringing the rec- 
ord down to January, 1929, with up-to- 
date articles on the Role of sea power 
in the war by H. W. Wilson; The effect 
of the war on faith and philosophy, by 
C. E. M. Joad; The Russia of the Bol- 
sheviks, by F. A. Mackenzie; Socialism, 
communism and world revolution, by 
Arthur Shadwell; Social survey of the 
world today, by Ian D. Colvin, including 
1927 statistics. Mr. Hammerton is well 
known as an editor and writer of stand- 
ing, and has lately acquired the dignity 
of a knighthood. 

Contents: V. 1, From the earliest times 
to the Egyptian Empire; v. 2, From the 
Hittite Empire to fifth century Athens; 
v. 3, From the Hellenistic Age to the 
Empire under Hadrian; v. 4, From the 
Empire under the Antonines to the Mid- 
dle Ages; v. 5, From the Middle Ages 
to the close of the Renaissance ; v. 6, From 
the Reformation to the Age of Louis 
XIV; v. 7, From the 18th century to 
the Age of Queen Victoria; v. 8, From 
the late Victorian Age to the present 
day. 

The volumes are attractively and 
strongly bound and are printed with 
clear type in two columns on a good 
quality of coated paper. They are 
abundantly illustrated with portraits, 
photographs and reproductions of his- 
torical art objects. These illustrations 
are scattered, often four to the page, all 


through the text, and, in addition, each 
volume contains some ten or more special 
plates and folding charts in full colors, 
duotone and gravure. There are many 
maps and interesting charts, and plans 
of cities and battles. The only criticism 
of the make-up of the books is the usual 
library objection to the continuous pag- 
ing through the volumes of the set. The 
page numbers are stamped where the 
bindings receive the most rub and will 
soon wear off. 

The work is made up of a series of 
articles, some historical, some interpreta- 
tive, by experts in their fields. These 
are chronologically arranged as far as 
possible and vary in length from ten to 
fifty or more pages. The choice of con- 
tributors is excellent. Sir James Jeans 
writes on The birth of the world; Sir 
Arthur Keith on The evolution of man; 
H. J. Laski on History’s economic back- 
ground; Dean Inge, several articles on 
pagan religions and Christianity; James 
Truslow Adams on Colonial life in North 
America; Harry Elmer Barnes on The 
United States of America after a century 
of independence; J. M. Keynes on The 
economic chaos of Europe. The closing 
essay, on The philosophy of history, is 
by L. P. Jacks. All the contributors but 
one to the Cambridge ancient history, 
the latest of the three big Cambridge his- 
tories under way, are represented here. 
The editor states that “this is an entirely 
new and original work.” From compari- 
son of a few of the contributors’ articles 
with their books on the same subject, this 
seems to be true. A few sentences and 
paragraphs have been lifted bodily or 
with slight alterations, but for the most 
part the articles are new and are useful 
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for their condensation. It is noticeable 
that where Sir James Jeans’s article 
covers the same ground as part of his 
Universe around us, the writing here is 
simpler and easier for the layman to read. 
The articles generally are interesting and 
readable but not unduly popularized. 
Each volume includes a select bibli- 
ography arranged by chapters and listing 
from five to twenty books on each sub- 
ject. The books listed are well selected 
and include titles of some published as 
recently as 1929. 

A comparison of this with the His- 
torians’ history of the world—also the 
work of a number of contributors—shows 
that this is not so full of historical detail. 
The index of the Historians’ history lists 
a number of minor names not given here. 
The whole style of the Universal history 
of the world, with its numerous illustra- 
tions and its recent simply written reports 
of findings in science, archeology, and so 
forth, makes more of an appeal to the 
general reader. On the other hand, its 
British interest, the smaller space de- 
voted to American history, and the fact, 
for instance, that in the article on Mod- 
ernism in literature and art, T. S. Eliot 
is the only American writer mentioned, 
might materially lessen its value in this 
country. 

For home use the set can be recom- 
mended. For the library this is a reading 
rather than a reference set; but the com- 
prehensive bibliographies and the general 
index covering 114 pages make the ma- 
terial easily available for general refer- 
ence work. [Illustrations are shown in 
the index by italics, a very useful feature. 
Volume 8 also includes a classified list 
of maps arranged by continents, coun- 


tries and culture in order of time. The 
set generally comes up to the high stand- 
ard set by Hammerton’s Wonders of the 
past, the four volumes of which are sold 
by Putnam at $5 each. Its chief value 
lies in its wealth of beautiful illustra- 
tions which are excellently chosen and 
well reproduced and offer an infinite 
variety of illustrative historical material. 
Both for circulating and reference use 
in a public library the volumes would be 
valuable. In school libraries the material 
would be generally too difficult for junior 
high school students but it is suitable 
for senior high school consultation. It 
includes, of course, a great deal of ma- 
terial that would not be called for, so 
high school librarians would look upon 
it as a luxury set. If book funds are 
short they would prefer to buy duplicates 
of much needed single texts. Recom- 
mended. 


Volume library. lv. 307 Sth Ave., 
New York City, Educators Associa- 
tion. 1932. Buckram $11.60. 
Several letters have come to us con- 

cerning the Volume library. A revision 

of this work has been published since 
our review in the Subscription Books 

Bulletin, January, 1930, and inquirers 

ask'if the revision justifies a new evalua- 

tion. 

In the 1931 revision, the ‘specific in- 
accuracies pointed out in our review 
have been corrected and other improve- 
ments made; but upon examination we 
decided that the quality of the work had 
not changed sufficiently to justify a new 
review or a different conclusion than that 
given in the earlier review. 

Since 1931, several new small en- 
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cyclopedias in this price field have come 
into the market. Two of them, Facts and 
the Modern encyclopedia, have been re- 
viewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, in 1934; these should be considered 
by anyone interested in a low-priced 
encyclopedia since they are more up-to- 
date than the Volume library and are 
somewhat comparable. 


Weedon’s modern encyclopedia, ed. 
by Garry Cleveland Meyers, and 
others. 8v. Cleveland, S. L. Weedon 
co., €1931—32. Remainder distributed 
by H. E. Wheeler, 2831 S. Parkway, 
Chicago. $24.50. 

The special price at which the remain- 
ing sets of Weedon’s modern encyclopedia 
are being offered merits the consideration 
of librarians. When reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin, October, 
1932, it was recommended “where ad- 
ditional material is desired or when cost 
is of first importance.” At the low re- 
mainder price the Committee now recom- 
mends it for first and supplementary pur- 
chase in libraries, homes and schools, 
and as an easy reading encyclopedia for 
those adults who are just acquiring the 
reading habit. 

Simultaneously, the Britannica Cor- 
poration announces the purchase of the 
plates of this work, and its plan to revise 
it thoroughly for reissue September 1, 
1934, with several additional features, 
as Britannica junior. A review of this 
work is scheduled for an early issue of the 
Subscription Books Bulletin. 


Wonders of animal life, by famous 
writers on natural history; ed. by Sir 
John A. Hammerton. 4v. 96-7 
Farringdon St., London, The Wa- 


verly Book co., Ltd ; 50 West 47th St., 

New York City, Wm. H. Wise co., 

1933. illus. with photographs and col. 

plates. $16 and $19.80. 

The editor states in his foreword that 
this is not the usual type of natural his- 
tory, but a popular work designed for 
the general reader who does not want 
complete scientific knowledge but is in- 
terested “‘in the astonishing realities and 
the mysterious ways of the animal king- 
dom.” The subject matter treated in 
these four volumes is not arranged ac- 
cording to the “approved scientific 
divisions—order, family, genus, species 
—into which naturalists split animal 
nature” but is presented “with no more 
apparent order than the naturalist finds 
in the Brazilian jungle.” There are 
from thirty-four to forty-three chapters 
in each volume, each chapter distinct 
and complete in itself and varying in 
length from four to twenty-one pages. 
The lack of systematic development is 
suggested by the titles of the first ten 
chapters of volume one, I, Man’s nearest 
kin in the animal world, by Sir Arthur 
Keith, II, The wonder of the white ant, 
by Hamilton Fyfe, III, The marvel of 
animal coloration, by W. P. Pycraft, 
IV, Dragons that are alive today, by Joan 
B. Procter, V, The amazing story of 
the common eel, by E. G. Boulenger, 
VI, When night falls in the jungle, by 
Lord Lugard, VII, Beaks of infinite 
variety and uses, by Frank Finn, VIII, 
How animals express their feelings, by 
Frances Pitt, IX, Skeletons: and some 
that are worn outside, by W. P. Pycraft, 
X, What comes out of an egg, by C. J. 
Patten. 

Each chapter is written “either by 
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one of the leading specialists on his sub- 
ject or—where expert knowledge is less 
needed than vividness of descriptive 
style—by a popular author.” A search 
through Who’s who showed many of 
the contributors listed and occupying 
positions requiring the special knowledge 
shown in their articles. The authors of 
the chapters cited above are representa- 
tive. Among other well-known writers 
included is Sir J. Arthur Thomson, who 
has written four of the chapters. Many 
of the contributors have written several 
of the articles scattered throughout the 
work, articles dealing with different 
subjects. 

As would be expected from the stated 
purpose of this set the articles are 
written in simple, non-technical lan- 
guage, and in a rather journalistic style. 
The emphasis throughout seems to be 
on the mystery of life and there is a 
tendency to play up the unusual rather 
than the normal. An authority in the 
field of natural history who has made a 
careful examination of the books states, 
however, that he has discovered no real 
inaccuracies. 

The set is profusely illustrated by more 
than 3000 _ photographs scattered 
throughout the text and 33 colored 
plates. Some of the photographs are 
from nature, some from museum dem- 
onstrations, and some from zoological 
gardens. The photographers are in 
many instances named and _ include, 
among some that are unknown, such 
well-known authorities as Radcliffe 
Dugmore, Seton Gordon, and Martin 
Johnson. Some of the half-tone repro- 





> 


ductions are “muddy,” but all are 
extremely interesting. 

The volumes, folio in size, are reason- 
ably well bound in dark green cloth. 
The paper calendered and of a cream 
color, is rather inferior in quality and 
probably will not wear well. Brown 
ink has been used in printing. 

There is an adequate, clearly printed 
index including illustrations and con- 
taining subheadings and cross-references. 
Both popular and scientific names are 
given and multiple entries for descrip- 
tive names, such as, vampire bat, rock 
elephant shrew, and similar identifying 
terms. 

Though this is a British publication 
and very largely the work of British 
authorities it will appeal to people every- 
where, including both children and 
adults. It is recommended for school 
and public libraries and for personal 
ownership. Even college libraries will 
find it of interest to many of their 
students. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 

view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal wote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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